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About NAAMA NextGen

Founded in 2018 by Dr. Rouba Ali-Fehmi during her presidency of the
National Arab American Medical Association, NAAMA NextGen
began at Wayne State University and has since grown into a
nationwide network of 50+ chapters. The organization unites Arab
American students and young professionals in healthcare, fostering
career development, cultural identity, and community service.
Through mentorship, professional development, social engagement,
and philanthropy, NAAMA NextGen empowers members to become
the next generation of Arab American healthcare leaders.

About Us

We bring together Arab American healthcare students and help
them with their career goals.

Mission

1.  Expanded as a community 
2.  Successfully brought together Arab Americans
3.  Heped our members become healthcare professionals

Vision
To have...
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 Saturday, September 20  | The Vanguard Hotelth

9:00 AM – 9:30 AM Check-in, Opening Remarks
Emcee: Omar Fehmi

9:30 AM – 10:00 AM

Keynote #1: Healthcare Leadership
Victors Ballroom
Moderator: Omar Fehmi
Speaker: Adnan Munkarah, MD

10:00 AM - 10:30 AM

Session #1: Women in Medicine: The Arab American Perspective 
Victors Ballroom
Moderator: Deena Aboul-Hassan 
Panalists: Rouba Ali-Fehmi, MD
Nidal Moukaddam, MD, PhD 
Dana Al-Khaled, MD

10:30 AM - 11:00 AM

Session #2 (Dual)
Beyond the Bedside: Arab Americans Driving Change through Public
Health and Policy
Victors Ballroom
Moderator: Neil Nakkash
Panelists: Kristine J. Ajrouch, PhD
Rima Mohammad, PharmD
Ali Abazeed, MPH, MPP

Private Practice, Opportunities and Challenges 
Champions Ballroom
Moderator: Ryan Jaroudi
Panelists: Samer Kazziha, MD & Tamam Mohamad, MD

11:00 AM - 11:45 AM

Session #3 (Dual)
Global Health, Sharing Experience and Empowering Collaboration
Victors Ballroom 
Moderator: Deena Aboul-Hassan
Panelists: Usamah Mossallam, MD, MBA & Rouba Ali-Fehmi, MD

The Current Landscape of AI in Medicine
Champions Ballroom 
Moderator: Judy Effendi
Panelists: Ulyesses Balis, MD
Mustafa Yousif, MD
Omar Baba, MD

11:45 AM - 12:00 PM Awards
Victors Ballroom

12:00 PM – 1:00 PM: Lunch

Scheduled Sessions

https://naamanextgen.com/omar-fehmi-2/
https://www.henryford.com/about/leadership/munkarah
https://www.henryford.com/about/leadership/munkarah
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https://naamadublin.com/speaker/nidal-moukaddam-md-phd/
https://naamanextgen.com/dr-dana-alkhaled/
https://naamanextgen.com/dr-dana-alkhaled/
https://naamanextgen.com/dr-dana-alkhaled/
https://naamanextgen.com/ryan-jaroudi/
https://www.henryford.com/physician-directory/k/kazziha-samer
https://www.heartteam.com/provider/tamam-mohamad-md
https://naamanextgen.com/judy-effendi/
https://globalhealthequity.umich.edu/membership/members/mustafay
https://www.linkedin.com/in/omarzbaba/


1:00 PM - 1:30 PM
Keynote #2: Leading Emergency Medicine in Beirut, Lebanon
Victors Ballroom
Speaker: Eveline Hitti, MD, MBA

1:30 PM - 1:40 PM
NAAMA NextGen Collaboration with Amel Association
Victors Ballroom
Speaker: Zeina Mohanna, PhD 

1:40 PM - 2:15 PM

Session #4
Medical Education: Building Competencies for Future Physicians
Victors Ballroom
Moderator: Omar Fehmi
Panelists: Maya Hammoud, MD & Kamran Mirza, MD, PhD

2:15 PM - 3:00 PM

Session #5 (Dual)
Med School Admissions: Pathways to Medical Schools
Victors Ballroom
Moderator: Deena Aboul-Hassan
Panelists: Abnihav Krishnan, PhD, MPH & Becky Weeks, M.A.

Physician Roundtables-Speed Dating
Champions Ballroom
Moderator: Rana Yousif
Speakers: Tamam Mohamad, MD
Samer Kazziha, MD
Deema Ujayli, MD
Nidal Moukkadam, MD, PhD
Dana Al-Khaled, MD
Tala Al-Saghir, MD
Tania Piotrowski, MHSA 

3:00 PM Closing Remarks
Victors Ballroom

 Sunday, September 21  | The Vanguard Hotel & Nichols Arboretumst

9:45 AM - 10:30 AM Breakfast & Presenter Check-In

10:30 AM - 11:00 AM Oral Presentations

11:00 AM Awards Ceremony

11:00 AM - 12:00 PM Poster Presentations

12:00 PM Picnic, Nichols Arboretum
Weather Permitting

https://naamanextgen.com/dr-deema-ujayli-md/
https://naamanextgen.com/dr-dana-alkhaled/
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Speakers

ADNAN MUNKARAH, MD
PRESIDENT, CLINICAL
ENTERPRISE & CHIEF

PHYSICIAN EXECUTIVE, 
HENRY FORD HEALTH

NIDAL MOUKADDAM, MD, PHD 
NAAMA NATIONAL PRESIDENT

ELECT, PROFESSOR, PSYCHIATRY, 
BAYLOR COLLEGE OF MEDICINE

KRISTINE J, AJROUCH, PHD
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ROUBA ALI-FEHMI, MD
NAAMA NEXTGEN FOUNDER &
NATIONAL CHAIR, ADVISOR,
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DANA AL-KHALED, MD
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NORTHWESTERN MEDICINE
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 HEART & VASCULAR INSTITUTE 
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MAYA HAMMOUD, MD, MBA
PROFESSOR OF OBSTETRICS AND

GYNECOLOGY, MICHIGAN MEDICINE

KAMRAN MIRZA, MD, PHD
PROFESSOR OF PATHOLOGY, 

MICHIGAN MEDICINE

DEEMA UJAYLI, MD
INTERNAL MEDICINE

RESIDENT, HENRY FORD

ABHINAV KRISHNAN, PHD, MPH
ASSOCIATE DEAN OF
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MANAGEMENT, OAKLAND

UNIVERSITY WILLIAM BEAUMONT
SCHOOL OF MEDICINE
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Abstracts
Oral Presentations

Autism Services and Support Implemented in a Sensible Timeframe (ASSIST) Michigan:  Caregiver
Perspectives on Delays in Autism Service Access
Hailey Tursak, MPH, Margrette Dawoud, Asmita Tuladhar, Hurley Riley, MPH, Alison Miller, PhD
University of Michigan School of Public Health Department of Health Behavior and Health Equity, University
of Michigan

Mammograms in the Media: A Quality Assessment of Breast Cancer Screening Videos on TikTok
Imran Bitar, Bashar Jawich, Alexander Restum, Abdullah Jalal, Sidra Hasaba, Sayf Al-Katib, 
Kiran Nandalur
Oakland University William Beaumont School of Medicine

Colonic Schistosomiasis: A case report
Khush Hussain, Sarah Bdeir, Rumyah Rafique, Taim-Allah Al-Jarrah, Raneem Sabbaq, Rana Khamis,
Mohammad Al-Hadidi, Omar Arman, Mohammed Arman, Rabei Bdeir
Wayne State University School of Medicine, Michigan State University College of Human Medicine,
University of Buffalo Jacobs School of Medicine and Biomedical Sciences, Corewell Health East, Trinity
Health Oakland Hospital

Enhancing Cultural Competence in Ophthalmology: An Online Arabic Training Seminar for Healthcare
Professionals
Angelina Hamati, Salma Fleifil, Lena Juratli, Arif Sarowar, Osama Ahmed, Emad Abou-Arab, 
Shahzad I. Mian
University of Michigan Medical School

Cultural Dietary Patterns and Their Association with Type 2 Diabetes: A Comparative Analysis of
American and Arab Diets
Ali Eidy, Hadi Elmenini, Ahmed Alzubaidi, Mahmoud Saad, Mohamad Fardous, Ali Daher, DO
Wayne State University School of Medicine

Poster Presentations 

A Qualitative Exploration of the Role of Culture and Religion on Reproductive Coercion and Decision-
Making Among Arab-American Women 
Zena Aljilehawi , Angubeen Khan, PhD, MPH , Mona Makki, MA, LLP , Madiha Tariq, MPH , 1 1 2 3

Yasamin Kusunoki, PhD, MPH1 

University of Michigan-Ann Arbor1 

ACCESS Community Health and Research Center, Dearborn, MI2 

Department of Health and Human Services, Oakland County3 

Intra-Arterial Infusions of Lidocaine for Treatment of Headaches
Umar Hashim, MS, Abdullah Jalal, Mirza Baig, Hunaid Rana, MD
Stat Cardiology



AI vs Human Expertise: Measuring Squat Joint Angles Across Clinical Training Levels
Batoul Baydoun¹, Ahmed Memon¹, Manar Chebli¹,Omar Abdalla¹, Alexa Jaume, MD², 
Ameen Suhrawardy, MD² , Rahul Vaidya, MD²
 Wayne State University1

 Department of Orthopaedic Surgery - Detroit Medical Center2

Six Steps to Squats: A Training Protocol to Guide Functional Rehabilitation Following Isolated Lower
Extremity Fractures
Abdurrahman Ehsan, Zarrar Chauhdri, Ahmad Almaat, Ameen Suhrawardy, MD, Rahul Vaidya, MD
Wayne State University School of Medicine

Advancing Testis Organoid Development to Address Male Infertility
Maya Fakih, Umesh Kumar, Sue Hammoud
University of Michigan  

Cardiovascular Safety of Testosterone Replacement Therapy in Men with Hypogonadism: Focus on
Myocardial Infarction Risk
Tarick Ahmad, Yehya Maitah, Tejash Sikka, Amira Elfergani, Gehan Bensreiti
Albany Medical College

A Case Study Evaluating a Novel Therapeutic Approach to Targeting Inflammation: Utilizing CB2
Agonism at Peripheral Cannabinoid Receptors for Anti-Inflammatory and Analgesic Effects
Adrianna Kallabat, Ndidi Enwereji, MD, Jessica Kado, MD, Rachel Kado, MD, Ruba Kado, MD, 
Darius Mehregan, MD
Wayne State University Department of Dermatology

TGF-β Induced Metabolic Shifts Fuel Hepatic Stellate Cell Activation and Fibrosis
Hadia Chami, Kathryn Buscher, Shayan Matin, Peter Sajjakulnukit, Li Zhang, Costas Lyssiotis, 
Yatrik Shah
University of Michigan Medical School

Navigating Modern-Standard Medical Arabic, Dialects, and Chaldean in Michigan’s Healthcare
Settings
Yzen Al-Marrawi MS, Deena Sukhon MS, Matthew Helou MS, Michael Zughbaba MS, 
Nooraldin Kamaladin MS, Inaya Hajj-Hussein, PHD
Oakland University William Beaumont School of Medicine

The Impact of IL-1 Inhibitors on Recurrent Pericarditis
Khush Hussain, Dr. Essa Kadiri, Karam Hadid, Mohammad Al-Hadidi, Sarah Bdeir, Mohamad A. Hadid,
Rami Dali
Corewell Health Dearborn Hospital, Wayne State University School of Medicine, Arkansas College of
Osteopathic Medicine, Oakland William Beaumont School of Medicine

Combating Mental Health Stigma Through Early Suicide Prevention Training in Medical Education
Riya Chhabra, Shivapriya Chandu, Ahmad Abu-Mahfouz, Kristin Sarsfield, Berkley Browne-Holtz
Oakland University William Beaumont School of Medicine



Powering Curiosity: Exploring Spinal Cord Stimulation Through Dissection
Ragad Almsaddi Sruthi Shriram, Matthew Tufts, Gabrielle Abdelmessih, Arush Rao, Ariel Banks, 
Varna Taranikanti, MD, PhD
Oakland University William Beaumont School of Medicine

Shaping Mentorship around Identity: The Muslimah in Medicine Panel 
Wasey Rehman, Alyamama Abdo, Shayma Aljabali, Zeinab Ismail, Farida Ahmed,  Entfada Almurisi,
Nabeeha Shakil-Ahmad, Sarah Bdeir, Douaa Al-Jebori, Nadine Jawad, Sheema Rehman, 
Shadi Mehrabi
University of Michigan-Dearborn, University of Michigan-Ann Arbor, Wayne State University, Oakland
University William Beaumont School of Medicine, Wayne State University School of Medicine, University of
Michigan Medical School, Henry Ford Health System Department of Internal Medicine, University of
Michigan Medical School Department of Otolaryngology-Head & Neck Surgery

Physician and Resident Physician knowledge of childhood obesity management guidelines
Suzanne Chaar OMS, Amneah Chaaban, OMS, Ramzi Bitar MS, Kristin Collier MD, 
Emily Hill Guseman, PhD
Department of Medicine-Ohio University Heritage College of Osteopathic Medicine, University of
Michigan Medical School, Ohio University

Pathways to Prevention: Educational Tools for Diabetic Neuropathy in Egypt 
Claudia Haouilou, Deena Aboul-Hassan, Sana Sharba, Ryan Jaroudi, Adham Adam, 
Miraym El-Saghir 
University of Michigan Ann Arbor

Depression and Related Risk Factors in Dearborn’s Arab American Population: A U.S. Comparative
Study
Ahmed Alzubaidi, Hadi Elmenini, Jawad Saad, Ali Eidy, Mahmoud Saad, Mohamad Fardous
Wayne State University School of Medicine

Driving Value in Joint Replacement: Minimizing Cost Variability While Preserving Patient Outcomes
Hadi Elmenini, Mahmoud Saad, Clayton Kramm, Sydney Huston, Charles Day MD, MBA
Wayne State University School of Medicine

Early-onset Radiation-induced Lumbosacral Plexopathy in A Prostate Cancer Patient 
Michael Zughbaba, Xi Cao, Stephen Dzul
Oakland University William Beaumont School of Medicine

Elevated COPD and Risk Factors in Dearborn’s Arab American Community: A U.S. Comparative
Analysis
Jawad Saad, Ahmed Alzubaidi, Hadi Elmenini, Ali Eidy, Mahmoud Saad, Mohamad Fardous
Wayne State University School of Medicine

Endoscopic Retrograde Cholangiopancreatography in Pediatric Pancreatic Trauma
Michael Zughbaba, Nooraldin Kamalaldin, Aaryan Patel, Arush Rao, Yzen Al-Marrawi, 
Pavan Brahmamdam
Oakland University William Beaumont School of Medicine



Empowering Communities Through Language: The Impact of YAMA’s ESL Program on Educational
and Professional Opportunities
Lamia Kannaf Hauter, BA, Debbie Almontaser, EdD 
Oregon Health & Science University School of Medicine

Enhancing Metacognition in Medical Education Through AI-Driven Chatbots Introduction
Aaryan Patel, Wendy Zhang, Nooraldin Kamalaldin, Arush Rao, Michael Zughbaba, Varna Taranikanti
Department of Foundational Medical Studies, Oakland University William Beaumont School of Medicine

Improving Thyroid Cancer Diagnosis: Integration of Afirma GRID and ThyroSeq in Indeterminate
Nodules in a Diverse Metro Detroit Population
Manar Chebli, Salman Chouman, Obada Alzohaili MD, Jasmine Kaur MD
Wayne State University

Evaluation to Implementation: Integrating AI-Generated Podcasts into Pediatric Endocrinology
Clinics 
Yehya Maitah, Amira Elfergani, Gehan Bensreiti
Albany Medical College

Feasibility with Cost Effectiveness of Facebook Advertising for Recruiting Older Women into a
Nationwide Chronic Pain Self-Management Intervention (MAPAP)
Mira Fayad & Shiyu Li
University of Michigan School of Kinesiology

Generalizability in Healthcare AI: Lessons from Cross-Institutional Validation
Aaryan Patel, Uzair Tahamid Siam, Nicholas Houstis
Department of Foundational Medical Studies, Oakland University William Beaumont School of Medicine

Graduate Medical Education in the Middle East and North Africa: A Systematic Review of Research
Trends and Gaps
Abdullah Alsarraj, Oase Sbei, Abed Najjar, Belal Sbei, Abdulghani Sankari
University of Michigan

Identifying risk factors for Sudden Unexpected Death in Epilepsy (SUDEP) in an Scn1a+/- mouse model
of Dravet Syndrome
Nagham Eldroubi, Krystal M. Santiago Colón, Joseph Barden, Joanna Mattis
University of Michigan - Ann Arbor

Impact of cultural accommodation for Workplace Accommodations for Religious Observance:
Evaluation of an Iftar Delivery Service for Muslim Healthcare Professionals 
Adam Chalak, Sabrina Yousif, Mia Brown, Salma Fleifil, Jad Fawaz, Deena Fayyad, Lanah Almatroud,
Lena Juratli, Jerry Juratli, Fatima Oudeif, Hayat Bazzi, Noor Alesawy, Sonali Verma, 
Shahzad Mian, MD, Emad Abou-Arab, MD 
University of Michigan Medical School

Global COVID-19 Vaccine Hesitancy Among Individuals with Mental Illness: A Scoping Review
Karim Elsweissi, Anthony Ebraham, Dr. Jagdish Khubchandani
Burrell College of Osteopathic Medicine

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1428LfpPeXvhRXNAK7WxXpRU9O3z1_BQCX9yPx1h7eAU/edit?tab=t.0
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1428LfpPeXvhRXNAK7WxXpRU9O3z1_BQCX9yPx1h7eAU/edit?tab=t.0


Impact of Crohn's Disease on Short and Mid-Term Outcomes Following Total Knee Arthroplasty: A
Retrospective Cohort Study
Dr. Khaleh J. Salah, Dr. Ahmed Hassan, Abdel Rahman Diab, Omar Diab, Aman Salahie, 
Malik Al-Jamal, Kareem Tayeb
Wayne State School of Medicine

Affective Trajectories During Adaptive Pharmacotherapy for Smoking Cessation: Insights from EMA
Data
Hadeel Al-Sahli, Ferdous Abdul Qudus, George Kypriotakis, Yong Cui
McGovern Medical School, MD Anderson Cancer Center, Philadelphia College of Osteopathic Medicine

Winter Sports Trauma: Patterns, Outcomes, and Prevention Strategies in Skiing and Snowboarding
Nooraldin Kamalaldin, Arush Rao, Aaryan Patel, Michael Zughbaba, Abdullah Jalal, Mahmoud Teran,
Yzen Al-Marrawi, Pavan Brahmamdam
Oakland University William Beaumont School of Medicine

Global COVID-19 Vaccine Hesitancy Among Individuals with Mental Illness: A Scoping Review
Karim Elsweissi, Anthony Ebraham, Dr. Jagdish Khubchandani
Burrell College of Osteopathic Medicine

Chronic Disease in Conflict Settings: Lessons from Palestine
Ayah Ayesh, Dr. Sarah Badran
Michigan State University College of Human Medicine, Fajr Scientific

Bridging the Language Gap: The Medical Arabic Elective
Ayah Ayesh, Dr. Ashraf Hassaballah
Michigan State University College of Human Medicine

Ocular Toxoplasmosis: A Global Review of Burden, Outcomes, and Recurrence
Abdullah Jalal BS1, Nooraldin Kamalaldin, Aaryan Patel, Arush Rao, Omar Elnour, Michael Zughbaba,
Fatimah Jalal
Oakland University William Beaumont School of Medicine

Targeting BMPR2 Signaling Pathways in Pulmonary Arterial Hypertension (PAH)
Asaal Al Dawaima
Texas A&M College of Medicine – Dallas campus

The Interconnectedness of Trauma and Suicide: Expanding Suicide Prevention to Emergency
Departments
Vanessa Alkarra , Ynhi Thomas, MD, MPH , Nidal Moukaddam, MD, PhD1 2 2

Texas A&M University Naresh K. Vashisht College of Medicine, Bryan, TX1

Baylor College of Medicine, Houston, TX2

Immediate Postpartum Etonogestrel Implant Insertion
Sarah Bdeir, Gretchen Swift, Dr. TJ Klein, Dr. Khan, Dr. Roni Shanoada
Wayne State University School of Medicine

Hormonal Birth Control Misinformation on TikTok: A Content Analysis of Influencer Narratives
Sarah Bdeir, Jana Hatahet, Khush Hussain, Rumyah Rafique, Raneem Sabbaq, Ragad Almsaddi
Wayne State University School of Medicine



Anonymous honoring ANEWPOLICY. org
Dr. Tamam Mohamad

Dr. Samer Kazziha
Dr. Abdul Effendi

Dr. Nour Al-Khaled
Dr. Nour Sneige & Imad F. Abdullah

Samir Abraham
Dr. Maha Sabra

Dr. Sherine F. Hanna
Dr. Anan Salloum

Dr. Dana Al-Khaled
Dr. Hareth Raddawi

Dr. Nadia Abunijmeh
Dr. Fadi Salloum and Lama Okka

Dr. Roufaida Al-Misky

Thank You To Our Sponsors





Dr. Abhinav Khrishnan
Associate Dean of Admissions and

Enrollment Management, Oakland University
William Beaumont School of Medicine

Friend of NAAMA NextGen Awardee
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The NAAMA NextGen 6  National Summit would not have
been possible without the support of our student volunteers.
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We’d love your feedback! Please take a couple of
minutes to fill out this short, anonymous survey so we

can keep making our events better each year.

Post-Convention Survey

Are you a healthcare student and want to get involved?
Become a member at naamanextgen.org

Website Instagram Donate

http://naamanextgen.org/
http://naamanextgen.org/
http://naamanextgen.org/
http://naamanextgen.org/



